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Easter for her means 


her public profession of Christ and a beautiful 
new Bible for her personal use 


Bibles 
for Japan 


n April the American Bible 
I Society begins one of the 
most challenging programs 
it has ever undertaken. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of Amer- 
icans will be sought to place 
their signatures in a giant 
presentation book known as 
“The Good Will Book” to 
express their fellowship with 


the Japanese people and to General Douglas MacArthur told Dr. North in Tokyo last fall that he had had reports thaty 


express faith in Japan as a Scriptures were being read even in remote fishing villages. Colporteurs often use boats, 
potential Christian commu- as in this picture | 
nity. | 
Bibles for Japan! The Bible as an instrument for building “peace onf 
earth.” 


There is no modern-day parallel for the acceptance}, 
in Japan, by military and diplomatic leaders, of the} 
Scriptures as the means for building a new faith for af 


whole nation. General Douglas MacArthur describes} 


the present situation in Japan as “‘an opportunit 
without counterpart since the birth of Christ.” The 


general has asked for enough Bibles to reach “ever 
village and hamlet.’’—Bibles for Japan! 


‘“The Good Will book’’ will contain the signatures} 
of those who contribute at least one dollar for Bibles} 
for Japan. The amount of the contribution will not 
appear. . 


Since the war more than four million Bibles, Testa 1 
ments and Gospels in Japanese have been distributed 
in Japan. 


fi 


if 


But reaching “‘every village and hamlet” is a task¥ 
: : f 
which requires help. Paper, ink, glue, thread and§ 


other printing and binding materials are urgentlyp 


needed. 
Secretary Taylor (left) receives a check for $25,000 for If the American people can give Japan five hun | 
supplying Scriptures to Japan, from the Emergency “ect dd eg ee : . q 
Planning Committee of the Lutheran Church, Missouri ee at tenia Bon ee Pies ree ae Japa i 
Synod. The gift is being presented! by. Mr. John W. Bible Society can print and distribute three million 
Boehne, Jr., a member of the Board of Directors of the volumes in 1950 and five million volumes in 1951} 


Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, as the Rev. Oswald C. and lay firm foundations for future Bible production 


J. Hoffman, Director of Public Relations of that Church, a hearer 
and Miss Iku Ohno, Nisei member of the Bible House hs 
staff, look on Bibles instead of bombs, signatures instead of shots § 
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Don’t Knock Out 


NLY a foolish man would take a sledge ham- 
mer and knock out the foundation of the 
use in which he lives. If he values his house at 
, he will guard the foundation from decaying 
ampness or gnawing termites. 


What of the foundation of America? Our na- 
on was founded on the Bible. Are we guarding 
t foundation as we should? 


What of our own lives? Are not most of our 
d impulses or desires to live nobly derived 
om the Bible? For some the line of supply may 
a long one, reaching through a devout parent 
teacher; but a little tracing of the source of 
r ideals will lead us straight to the Book of 
oks. 


Never before in the history of the world has 
jere been such an interest in the welfare of the 
dividual. Hundreds of millions of dollars are 
jven each year to find the cause of some disease 
‘re to provide food for the hungry or shelter for 
4e destitute. What is the source of this prevalent 
lief that we are responsible for even one of the 
sast of these? Why does a man regard himself as 
tis brother’s keeper? The source of belief mo- 
vating many of these acts of mercy is the Holy 
ible. 


Not long ago a man connected with an organi- 
ation which spends millions of dollars a year to 
\ssist people in time of distress said, “Tf those of 
s who are raising money to relieve human suf- 
ering were really smart, we would spend some 
f our advertising money each year to help the 
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the Corner Stone 


American Bible Society interest people in read- 
ing the Scriptures. ‘The people who give the best 
support to our work are those who have firm 
religious faith. The best help we get in foreign 
lands is from those who have the Scriptures in 
their own language.” 


The simple fact is, that in our sincere efforts to 
relieve the distress of the world we are neglecting 
the great source of human compassion and the 
most important force for building a permanent 
peace. It is eternally true that “Except the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain that build 
it.’ The magazine “Christian Life” conducted a 
survey of forty-six religious leaders who agreed 
that the greatest tragedy of 1949 was the failure 
of the United States to send to Japan the full 
number of missionaries and New Testaments re- 
quested by General MacArthur. The greatest 
tragedy of our age is, that man is so busy im- 
proving the plumbing, putting in copper gut- 
ters and redistributing the tenants of the house 
of the world that he is unaware of the fact the 
foundations are being undermined. 


It is hoped every reader of the Buble Society 
Record will give of his time and energy to tell 
people that millions of men and women will read 
the Bible in their own language if they have 
copies of the Scriptures. ‘The United States has 
all the resources necessary to supply the Word of 
God. Anywhere in the world and up to any 
quantity that may be called for. The American 
Bible Society is ready to do the job, but adequate 
funds are not available. In the name of the living 
God, let’s keep the foundation intact! 


ay 


Millions Chose the Scriptures 


work now in progress in the forty or more other countries where 


it is working, the American Bible Society dare not neglect the opportunity presented by fapan’s 
present interest in the Bible 


Without crippling its expanding 


BY ROBERAM Des Avie a 


<¢- DouBT if any similar amount of money invested 
I here will ever be as productive of so much good as 
will come of this investment made by the American 
Bible Society.”” So wrote Ivan L. Bennett, United 
States Army chaplain attached to General Douglas 
A. MacArthur’s headquarters, from Tokyo recently. 

Chaplain Bennett was commenting on the recent 
visit of Secretary Eric M. North to Japan. Here is 
what he says: 

“Since Dr. North’s departure, I went by train to 
Nagoya, Kyoto, Kobe, Osaka, Hiroshima and Kure, 
and to a half-dozen points on Kyushu where our 
troops are stationed. Later I went north as far as 
Sapporo on Hokkaido and visited the chaplains of the 
two divisions of the IX Corps. Last week I spent 
several days in the Philippines and had a conference 
with chaplains on Okinawa. The area is not so ex- 
haustive as that which I had to cover during the war, 
but there are many things to remind me of the ex- 
periences in those days. 

‘‘Everywhere in Japan I hear praise of what the 
American Bible Society has done to get Scriptures in 
Japanese for the people here. I doubt if any similar 
amount of money invested here will ever be produc- 
tive of so much good as will come of this investment 
made by the American Bible Society. The people are 
avid readers. On trains and at stations one sees them 
with Testaments or Gospels in hand, reading.” 

Chaplain Bennett is not alone in his observations. 
Japan has the largest literate non-Christian popula- 
tion in the world. It is a population only recently 
released from totalitarian control, and its millions 
turn with a true spiritual hunger to examine the re- 
ligion of their liberators. 

Perhaps the most significant aspect of Bible distri- 
bution in Japan is that the Scriptures have been sold, 
not given away. The four million volumes distributed 
since the war have for the most part gone te the kind 
of person who wanted one sufficiently to buy it. Here 
is a true measure of spiritual hunger. 

It goes without saying that the purchasers could 
not afford to pay even the cost of production, much 
less the added cost of distribution, nor, was this ex- 
pected of them. However, as low as the purchase cost 
was, it called for a very real decision: Shall I buy the 
Scriptures or some other necessity? 

Millions chose the Scriptures! 

The Japan Bible Society, an independent national 
Bible Society, is eager to meet the needs of its people. 
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It is employing colporteurs to sell—and give aw 
when there is interest but no money to buy—in v 


This group of employees of the Fuji Electric Furnace Com- 
pany in Tokyo have cleared the lunch table and are engrossed 
in their regular weekly Bible reading and study. Of the 
entire group, half are Christians and half profess no religion 


lages all over Japan. It is prepared, also, to print an 
bind the eight million volumes which are needed i 
the next two years. 

All it asks is the supplies—paper, ink, glue, threa 
cloth and other materials. 

The American Bible Society intends to furnis 
these supplies—along with ‘““The Good Will Book? 
this book will contain the signatures of tens of tho 
sands of Americans who contribute as little as o 
dollar to the cause. 

Thousands of envelopes, each containing blan 
for five signatures, will be distributed in April. Pr 
vision will be made for cutting out and pasting the 
signatures in ““The Good Will Book.” Only the si 
natures, not the amount of the gift, will be include 
All signatures will be grouped in ‘“‘The Good Wi 
Book”’ by states, counties and cities. 

There*will be special provision, where desired, fi 
listing together of the donors from Bible classe 
churches, clubs and other organizations whose me 
bers so request. 

In the words of Dr. Shiro Murata, a Director of t 
Japan Bible Society: 

‘The eyes of Japan are fixed on two books. One 
‘Das Kapital,’ by Karl Marx. The other is the Ho 
Bible. Japan is at the crossroads.” 
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Emergency in Japan 


“Now is the accepted time” is an accurate Biblical description of the missionary opportunity in Japan. 
Not to seize it would be tragic. To meet it wholeheartedly is to win a great victory for Christ 


BY desl) FR UC ae vi Ce © PP 


2 these days the word ‘“‘emergency”’ becomes hack- 
neyed, yet it is the only word which can give ade- 
quate description to the present situation in Japan as 
viewed by Christians. An emergency is ‘‘an unfore- 
seen combination of circumstances which call for 
‘mmediate action.” 

To have any adequate realization of the unfore- 
seen nature of the present opportunities for proclaim- 
ng Christ in Japan, one must know at least some of 
‘he history of Christian work in that land. 

In 1868 an edict by the Emperor of Japan read: 

‘So long as the sun shall warm the earth, let no 
Uhristian be so bold as to come to Japan; and let all 
now that the King of Spain himself, or the Christian 
‘sod, or the Great God of All, if he violate this com- 
mand, shall pay for it with his head.” 
There were periods between the repeal of the anti- 
hristian laws in 1872 and the beginning of the war 
vith Japan in 1941, when Christian activity in Japan 
vas tolerated; but the attitude of the great majority 
f the people was that expressed to a Christian 
worker by a Japanese soldier in Manchuria in 1914, 
when he said: ‘‘I have always heard that Christianity 
was an evil religion.”’ It was just seventeen years after 
e repeal of the Emperor’s death-threatening edict 
at there arose in 1889 a move of “‘Japan for the 
Japanese,” which made many people hostile to the 
elief they associated with “‘foreigners.”’ ‘The develop- 
ent of Shinto as a state cult in the decade before 
1941 is fairly familiar. Of this L. S. Albright, a former 
issionary to Japan, wrote in the Bible Society Record: 
“Shinto as a state cult is developing a Bible of its 
own, and the canon of the new scriptures is being 
formed in Japan.” He then mentioned records and 
books in the history of Japan from which the false 
bible was being formed, and added they were being 
handled with ‘‘far more ceremony and respect” than 
the Bible. 

Through all these periods, and even before, the 
American Bible Society was either at work in Japan 
or trying to get into Japan with the Scriptures. As 
early as 1837 the Board of Managers made a grant to 
the now famous Bible translator and missionary, Dr. 
Charles Gutzlaff, in the hope that Gospels translated 
into Japanese by him might carry an appeal to the 
then almost unknown Empire of Japan. In the same 
year Dr. S. Wells Williams, who was later to become 
President of the American Bible Society, tried to 
reach Japan to return seven shipwrecked Japanese 
sailors, but the ship was turned back by cannon shot 
from the shore. From these Japanese sailors Gutzlaff 
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and Williams learned Japanese in order to translate 
the Scriptures. 


Mark Michio Furuki has just joined the Church. 
The son of a retired lieutenant general in the Japa- 
nese Army, he is typical of the many young men of 
Japan who are eagerly examining the Scriptures 


From 1876 until just before the war, when it be- 
came advisable and necessary to turn the work over 
to the Japan Bible Society, the American Bible So- 
ciety had an Agency in Japan. The Bible House in 
Tokyo was erected by the American Society and then 
given to the Japan Society. 

The American Bible Society has long years of ex- 
perience in Bible work in Japan. Present methods of 
distribution and plans for the future are based on full 
knowledge of the tremendous task of winning any 
nation for Christ. 

Because of this experience under the guidance of divine 
Providence the present program in Japan is a project of the 
Japanese people themselves. Through their own Bible 
Society they are working to place the Holy Scriptures in 
the hands and hearts of all the people. From America they 
receive financial assistance and those demonstrations of 
good will which are so essential in helping them to rise 
from despair, and receive and share the Scriptures in 
which they come to know “the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
is our hope.” 

Today the way is open, and instead of hindrances the 
Christian workers now receive active help wherever they 
go. Bible instruction is being conducted in the palace; the 
old beliefs have been destroyed, and the people have 
hearts hungry for the Word of God in their own language. 

But who knows for how long? It is hoped, for as long as 
the Lord permits the earth to remain—but who can know 
what forces from without or within may change conditions 
in Japan? 

Here is a real emergency, and the time is now. 
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“This Morning We Consider the Bible’ 


Reports from a whole session of testimony in the midst of the Annual Meeting of the oldest 
Foreign Mission Board in the United States 


BY JAMES V. CLAYPOOL 


most forthright, first-hand testimony of the place 
AN of the Bible in missionary work abroad was afford- 
ed those attending the annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions of 
the Congregational Church held in Minneapolis, 
Minn., last October. One entire session was devoted 
toa presentation of the mission of the Bible to those 
overseas, at which a Secretary of the American Bible 
Society was invited to deliver the opening address. 


Then six inspiring and in- 
formative reports or descrip- 
tions were presented by care- 
fully chosen ministers whose 
experiences on the foreign 
field were felt to be typical. 
The place of the Bible in 
India was significantly por- 
trayed by the Rev. R. A. 
Dudley and the Rev. John 
J. Banning. Scripture use in 
colossal, chaotic China was 
presented by the Rev. Earle 
H. Ballou, while the Rev. 
A. F. Christofersen empha- 
sized the timeliness of the 
Bible’s opportunity in Af- 
rica. Brief excerpts of what 
was said by these four are well worth wide repetition. 


Declared Dr. Dudley: 


Anyone who has worked in India knows that the New 
Testament fits. Here the sower is still seen as he goes forth 
to sow. The shepherd yet tends the sheep. The potter's 
wheel still whirls. Two women still grind at the mill. Moth 
and rust and white ants consume. Belief in a person being 
possessed by devils is widespread. It is easy to believe in the 
Incarnation because Indians believe in many incarnations. 
Thus the Gospel stories fit the Indian villages.. 

Missionaries and training schools have tried to interpret 
the original essence of the Gospel truly and in a way which 
is intelligible to Indians. Nevertheless, this is “‘unfinished 
business.” We need more copies of the Scriptures, a pro- 
found study of the Gospels; and we need to interpret them 
on the basis of Indian thought. 


Dr. Banning followed with like testimony: 


The Church in India is a Bible Church. The early 
missionaries carried the Bible and the Bible only. . . . They 
soon found that they all had much more in common than 
the things in which they had differed back home—in 
prayer, catechism or systems of polity; for they used the 
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Old and young gather around in wonder and admiration as 


one of the younger pupils of the missionary demonstrates 
his ability to read the Bible in his own Indian dialect 


y) oH 


Bible in preaching the Gospel to the people to whom the 
had gone. 

This is amply shown in the life and work of Dr. Will 
Carey, who during his busy lifetime managed to have the 
Bible translated into thirty-four different languages. It 
indeed an inspiration to stand in the alcove of the Lib 
at Serampore and see copies of these translations and 
think of the great inspiration and blessing that they hav@ 
brought to multitudes of people throughout the Orient. 

I remember one special incifj 
dent which happened when w 
were on an extended itiner} 
ancy. We had come to a villag 
and, as our custom was, we be} 
gan to sing some Tamil lyricg} 
which soon brought a crowd t§ 
the street corner where we haq 
taken our stand. Two of the 
evangelists then spoke to thg 


uted literature and tried to se 
Scripture Portions. In the au 
dience was a young man wh 
had shortly before that tim 
come back from the Straits Set 
tlements, 
for a rubber company. Whe 
Gospel Portions were offere 
for sale he at once stepped fo 
ward and bought copies and urged all others to do th 
same, testifying to what he had seen in the Straits. He said 
“If you can’t read yourselves, get your children to read t 
you, or ask me to read it, for these booklets contain the mos 
precious knowledge in the world.” All the copies we ha 
were sold in that village, and thus the good seed was sow 

Turning to torn and troubled China, Mr. Ballo 
said: 

The Bible is a living book in the minds and hearts d 
Chinese Christians. I think of the young teacher in one qd 
our schools who was taken for a period of indoctrinatio 
this past summer, as were all school teachers, by the ne 
governmental authorities. At the conclusion of the unre 
mitting propaganda he was asked, “‘Do you still beliey 
that God created the universe?” Mr. Liu staunchly rd 
plied, “If I should tell you that twenty-five days of instru¢ 
tion by you had erased from my mind and heart the fait 
and convictions acquired through twenty-five years 
Christian living and familiarity with the Bible, would yo | 
believe me?” 

Mr. Ballou then posed a question: 

I wonder how many ministers have had people enter t 
Christian life and become members of their church, i 
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»ired originally by a study of the Book of Proverbs? Such 
sas the case of a young classical student in China who 
-any years ago came to teach the Chinese subjects in our 
dentsin school. He said the Proverbs reminded him so 
such of the teachings of Confucius that he wished to make 
ymore Careful study of the Christian religion. He quickly 


A Chinese lad in the Ehr Tiao Sunday School, Peiping, 
studies his Bible lesson 


-oved out of the Old Testament into the New, but it was 
rough the door of the Proverbs. He became one of the 
“ost reliable members of our school staff, a good discipli- 
arian and a splendid influence over the school boys. I 
h I could say that he was still doing that work, but he 
one of those, all too numerous, who were cruelly executed 
the countryside adjoining Tientsin by the Communists 
1 a series of trumped-up charges. 
Let me tell you a story I first had the privilege of using 
yer the radio in Shanghai in the winter of 1938. This story 
connected with a church which was born in my own 
ing room thirty-one years ago this autumn. That little 
qurch moved from our own living room to a kindergarten 
sross the street—perhaps a good place for a church to 
row up in—and later into more adequate quarters re- 
odeled from an iron foundry where the last contracts, 
fore the church took over the property, had been orders 
r hand grenades and small bombs used in one of China’s 
ivil wars. In due course the church grew strong enough to 
uild a proper church building, and there they had been 
orshiping a little more than a year when the Japanese 
qwasion of North China took place in 1937. Tientsin was 
ie center of a good deal of fighting and destruction, with 
“ar and death haunting the streets for several days. It was 
atural that, the first Sunday or two after the Japanese 
ecupation, only a small number turned out for worship. 
d it was also natural that, when a few weeks later, just 
s the service was about to begin, a Japanese soldier ap- 
seared in the doorway, there was fear and anxiety in the 
,earts of many of the congregation, particularly the stu- 
lents and teachers from our girls’ school. But this Japanese 
miled and held up a book which looked like a New Testa- 
ment, which it was. Unable to speak Chinese, he was yet 
ible to make clear in writing, in the characters used by 
oth peoples, that he was a Christian and wished to wor- 
{hip with them. 
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He was welcomed and came on several Sundays. Fre- 
quently he followed in his Japanese New Testament the 
Scripture reading by the Chinese pastor, who told him at 
the beginning of the service what the passage would be. 
Then one Sunday he came and in writing told his Christian 
Chinese friends that this would be his last Sunday of wor- 
ship with them, since he had been ordered to the front the 
next day. Back home he had been a school teacher before 
he was drafted into the Imperial Army. Would the min- 
ister, Mr. Huo, give him a verse of Scripture which he 
could take with him when he left Tientsin? Mr. Huo 
gladly assented, thought for a few moments, sat down and 
then wrote on a piece of paper the words which this Jap- 
anese Christian put inside the lining of his forage cap as he 
left church that morning, never to be seen by those Chris- 
tian friends again: “Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free; but Christ is all, and in all.” 


A firm testimony in favor of the Scriptures as used 
in Africa was given by Mr. A. F. Christofersen, who 
said in part: 


The Bible has had a place of preeminence in all the work 
in the South African Mission, in ministering to the Bantu 
people of the Union of South Africa and in the estimation 
of the Bantu people. One of the original pioneers, George 
Champion, chose his first station near the residence of the 
great Zulu chief Dingaan in the heart of the ‘‘Zoolah” 
country, with the avowed purpose of learning the Zulu 
language in its purity so as to be able to translate the 
Scriptures faithfully and well. Then, having reduced the 
language to writing, he went about the task immediately 
of translating the Bible and printing Portions as fast as 
they were translated. That it was a prime priority is wit- 
nessed by the fact that another of the pioneers, James 
Bryant, though so racked with tuberculosis that he was 
unable to speak above a whisper, and so weak in body that 
he was confined to his bed for two years of the six which 
constituted his missionary career, lying upon his back in 


The oldest pastor of the Africa Inland Mission reading 
his Kijita New Testament 


bed and working without a written grammar of the Zulu 
language and without a dictionary, nevertheless succeeded 
in completing the translation of the whole of the Gospel 
according to Matthew before he died. 

The members of the congregation at Imfume, where 
James Bryant worked, memorized the first twelve chapters 
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of the Book of Matthew, perhaps under the inspiration of 
his heroic spirit. This they used in their worship service, 
sometimes reciting whole chapters in unison. Having done 
this at a time when few of them were able to read was a 
praiseworthy and admirable accomplishment. . 

There are few books in the Zulu language, and to this 
day the bulk of the reading among them is from the Bible. 
Even in the schools the New Testament is widely and com- 
monly used as a reading book. One Sunday afternoon I 
found a Zulu chief who makes no pretentions of religion 
seated upon his front porch reading the Bible. In his case 
he was reading the Bible for Sunday afternoon entertain- 
ment, much as an American would read the Sunday news- 
paper, but we hope with greater profit. 

Laymen do most of the preaching among the Zulus and 
most of the work of the church. Many of these laymen 
preach almost every Sunday, and the sum of their inspira- 
tion is the Bible itself. Admittedly the Bible is a marvelous 
storehouse of inspiration, but isn’t it remarkable that, 
under the leadership of untutored laymen depending upon 
their own labored reading of the Bible for inspiration, 
there has developed among the Zulus a true New Testa- 
ment Church which is self-supporting, self-propagating, 
self-directing, and which has reached out beyond itself to 


New Days Call for New Ways 


The Story of Scripture Colportage by Airplane in Honduras 
BY Re Ree G hel Oi. 


‘< ITH the airplane at times we were able to go to 
Wione town, work it thoroughly from house to 
house, then to the next town by late afternoon. On 
foot or muleback we would have spent two or three 
days to get to the first town, rest one day in order to 
be able to work the next day, then take off on another 
jaunt of two or three days to get to the town where 
we arrived late afternoon the first day by plane. ‘The 
work was done in one fifth of the time it would have 
taken on foot or by muleback, and we got no saddle 
sores or blistered feet from long treks over the moun- 
tains. By airplane we were always fresh and ready 
to go again.” This is the way our field man, Mr. 
Ralph Rice, put it in his first experience in colpor- 
tage work by airplane. 

The National Holiness Mission, with headquarters 
in ‘Yegucigalpa, Honduras, had assigned the Rev. 
David Schneider to the large but sparsely settled 
Department of Olancho, with a population of less 
than 80,000 people, but about the size of the republic 
of El Salvador, with a population of a million and 
three quarters. He had written his supporting Church 
in New York about the difficult field with very few 
roads and suggested what they needed was a small 
airplane. As he had been a flying officer in the last 
World War, he was as capable of handling an air- 
plane as the muleteers were at handling animals. Mr. 
Schneider has been working this large area for several 
years, traveling by airplane. . 
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do foreign missionary work among the Batswa people o 
Portuguese East Africa? 

Such dependence upon the Bible makes it in great de~ 
mand, so that all of us missionaries are colporteurs and 
carry the Bible with us for sale at all times. And we are 
glad that there is a Bible Society which permits us to sel 
the Bible to these extremely impoverished people at 2 
price which is within reach of their meager means. 

Such was the testimony brought to us at Minne 
apolis from India, China and Africa. How did the 
people gathered at this great meeting of one of the 
great missionary societies of one of the great denomiy 
nations feel about giving over an entire session tq 
consideration of the Bible on the mission field? Dr] 
H. D. Davies of the Missions Council voiced his con7 
viction, after adjournment, in these words: 

I think that many a missionary meeting could be en 
riched by such a Bible feature. There is a certain sameness 
to the average missionary address. That morning sessior 
was so exceedingly successful that I consider it something 
of a personal vindication, for it was frankly my own ideq 
and we never had anything of that kind on any progra 
in all the twenty-three years of my experience in this work} 


Having heard about colportage campaigns con 
ducted by Mr. Rice in other parts of Honduras, Mr} 
Schneider was desirous that he spend a few weeks ip 
his department and offered to take him from place t 
place in his small two-passenger plane. ‘The depart 
ment of Olancho, aside from a few scattered mineg 
is strictly a farming country where people are poo 
many of them eking out a bare existence and seldon} 
having any money. In most other places there is som@ 
sort of payroll on Saturdays, but not so in Olancha@ 
Outside the two largest towns—Juticalpa and Cata 
camas—a large percentage of sales in the smalle 
towns and villages were made in exchange for egef 
or other products instead of money. Many times th 
presentation of the Gospel portions created a rea 
desire on the part of the people to have and rea 
them, but they were just too poor to buy. 

Aside from the two larger towns mentioned, eig t 
others and eleven villages were canvassed. Some 
times they spent eight to ten minutes in flying from 
one town to another, but had to circle the field fd 
some twenty minutes or more, trying to clear t 
field of cattle before they could land. Most of t 
towns and villages have improvised landing field$ 
Some of the more isolated ones had been put out q) 
use by either digging trenches or scattering logs ova) 
the field to avoid the landing of enemy forces, 
there were political disturbances in the country 4g 
that time. 
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(The landing field of Orica, a town of 634 inhabi- 
ats, is a mile and a half away. Mr. Schneider, the 
jot, left Mr. Rice and his helper at that field and 
mediately took off again for Juticalpa. Mr. Rice 


Mr. Ralph B. Rice (left), with the Rev. David Schneider, 
missionary and pilot, come to rest with their Scripture- 
laden plane somewhere in Guatemala 


his friend walked the distance to the town and in 
than ten minutes received orders to present them- 
s to the commandant of the village to explain 
reason of their landing in an unannounced plane. 
. Rice, unfortunately, had left his passport and 
ner identification papers at Juticalpa, so he ap- 
ached the commandant with fear and trembling. 
vever, as soon as he walked into the office he 
de a presentation of the Scriptures before there 
any opportunity for anyone to ask questions. ‘The 
andant was known personally to another mis- 
nary and so was partly acquainted with the Gos- 
1. He bought a set of twelve Portions and dismissed 
two men without asking about identification 
rs. Later the commandant provided a ked for 
night and showed them other favors not usually 
pected from one in his position. 
Mr. Rice writes that one of the most striking 
ings in Olancho was the priesthood. He says: “‘I do 
remember seeing a priest of Honduranian nation- 
ity. Catacamas and Juticalpa each has two Amer- 
m Franciscan priests, and also several of the small 
s each had one. In Manta, where the most ac- 
ve anti-evangelical priest was stationed, we had our 
-st reception and the largest sales of all the small 
. Of the 5,000 Portions circulated, in this sec- 
n 2,000 were sold in Juticalpa and also another 
0 in Catacamas. Don Saturino, my helper at one 
ace, had to pick up an idol to get his money from 
er it, as the buyer had her hands soiled with 
stuffs and did not want to get the idol greasy.” 
Mr. Rice also states that as the airplane had a 
acity for less than one hundred pounds of bag- 
ge, they had to sacrifice bedding and other con- 
niences so as to carry more Scriptures; so naturally 
ley felt cold sleeping on tables and benches, etc., 
here no other facilities were to be had. But he con- 
ues, “‘As Paul says: ‘Notwithstanding, every way, 
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praise, and words of Prophecy and finally the story 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Saviour. The 
three young men and the woman and children who 
had joined them were fascinated by the Book of 
Life and promised to read it faithfully. Thus, as we 
soared back into the air we felt that our landing had 
been the means of sowing the seed of the Word of 
God once more.” 


Seed-Sowing—20th-Century Style 


BY LEWIS M. BRATCHER, JR. 


S AN illustration of how the people in the far in- 
terior of Brazil respond to the offering of the 
Scriptures, Rev. Robert McIntire, head of the well- 
known language school in Campinas, reports that 
while traveling through central Matto Grosso on the 
maiden flight of the new plane owned by the Presby- 
terian Board, ‘“The Herald of the Gospel,” they be- 
came lost over a dense forest and, their gas running 
low, he tells us: ‘“‘Finally Esther (his wife) saw a little 
airstrip set in the middle of that broad expanse of 
forest, near a farmhouse. Rodger (Rev. Rodger 
Perkins, the pilot) flew over the airstrip at about a 
hundred feet to judge its length, the wind direction 
and general landing conditions. With consummate skill 
he circled and landed on the ‘postage stamp’ in the 
middle of nowhere. Turning, we taxied back toward 
the house. Three young men came out from the 
house, all carrying guns and with heavy knives in 
their belts. It was not a sight to inspire confidence, 
but they proved to be most friendly and assisted us in 
every way. We asked if any of them could read, and 
the eldest said that he could read a little. Then 
Rodger asked him if he knew of the Bible. The young 
man said that he had heard of it, but didn’t know 
anything about it. So we gave him a Bible, explaining 
its contents of the story of Creation, the Psalms of 
whether in pretense, or in truth, Christ is preached 
(by the printed Word in our case); and I therein do 


rejoice, yea, and will rejoice’.” 


Among the requests that were still coming to the Bible 
House when this was written, (February 15), was one 
from the warden of San Quentin Prison, California for 500 
copies of the 1950 Daily Bible Reading lists for the men 
under his care. 


A Glimpse at Korea 


There were 293,515 Gospel portions distributed in 
Korea in 1949. The people buy them avidly. Rev. Eu- 
gene Daniel’s note to the Korean Bible Society early in the 
year is typical. He wrote: “Send me 1,000 Gospels of 
Mark immediately. We wish to use them among the 
people who have had to move out of their mountain homes 
and are now living in grass-hut villages in the valleys 
along the highways.” 
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What I Found at Shimmabuke 


Where Shosei Kina was Mayor and his brother Majon was Schoolmaster, and a hard-bitten 
Army Sergeant made a searching observation 


BY CLARENCE W. HALL 


cAN never think of the boons and benefits the 
] Bible invariably brings without thinking of Shim- 
mabuke, a tiny little village I came upon when, as a 
war correspondent, I was following on the heels of 
our troops beating out their tough and bloody victory 
on Okinawa. 

It was an obscure lttle community of only a few 
hundred native Okinawans. Thirty years before, an 
American missionary on his way to Japan had stopped 
here. He hadn’t stayed long—just long enough to 
make a couple of converts, leave them a Bible and 
then pass on. 

One of the converts was Shosei Kina, the other was 
his brother Mojon. From the time of the missionary’s 
visit, mind you, they had seen no other missionary, 
had no contact with any other Christian person or 
group. But in those thirty years Shosei Kina and his 
brother Mojon had made that Bible come alive. 
Picking their way through its pages, they had found 
not only an inspiring Person on whom to pattern a 
life, but sound precepts on which to base a society. 

Aflame with their discovery, they taught the other 
villagers until every man, woman and child in 
Shimmabuke was a Christian. Shosei Kina became 
head man in the village; his brother Mojon, the chief 
teacher. In Mojon’s school the Bible was read daily. 
To Shosei Kina’s village government, its precepts 
were law. This Book was their literature, their moral 
code, their final court of appeal for all the problems 
of living. And under the impact of this Book pagan 
things had fallen away. In their place, during these 
thirty years, there had developed a Christian democ- 
racy at its purest. A democracy that the Japanese 
occupation forces, moving in to fortify the island, 
could neither understand nor shake. 

Then after thirty years came the American Army, 
storming across the center of the island. Little 
Shimmabuke was directly in their path and took 
some severe shelling. When our advance patrols 
swept up to the village compound, the GI’s, their 
guns leveled, stopped dead in their tracks as two little 
old men stepped forth, bowed low and began to speak. 

An interpreter explained that the old men were 
welcoming them as fellow Christians. They had 
heard the Americans were on their way; they re- 
membered that their missionary had come from 
America. So, though these Americans seemed to ap- 
proach things a little differently than had the mis- 
sionary, the two old men were overjoyed to see them. 

The GI’s’ reaction was typical. Flabbergasted, 
they sent for the chaplain. 
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The chaplain came, and with him officers of th 
Intelligence Service. They toured the village an 
were astounded at what they saw—the spotlesst 
clean homes and streets, the poise and gentility 4 
the villagers, the high level of health and happines, 
intelligence and prosperity of Shimmabuke. The 
had seen many other villages on Okinawa — villag 
of unbelievable poverty and ignorance and filt 
Against these Shimmabuke shone like a diamond ¥ 
a dungheap. 

Shosei Kina and his brother Mojon observed tl 
Americans’ amazement and took it for disappoin 
ment. They bowed humbly and said: “‘We’re sor 
if we seem a backward people. We have, honored sir 
tried our best to follow the Bible and live like Jesu 
Perhaps if you will show us how . . .” Show them? 

I strolled through Shimmabuke one day in cong 
pany with a tough old Army sergeant. As we walke 
he turned to me and whispered hoarsely, “‘I ca 
figure it, fellow—this kind of people coming out 
only a Bible and a couple old guys who wanted to li¥ 
like Jesus!” Then he added what was to me an if 
finitely penetrating observation: ‘“‘Maybe we’ve bee 
using the wrong kind of weapons to make the work 
over !”” 

Whenever I think of our world and of all that 
wrong with it, and of all that must be made right f 
civilization is to survive, I can’t help thinking of litt 
Shimmabuke, of Shosei Kina and his brother Mojog 
Nor can I help thinking of that Book that started 
all, and of the Bible Societies, which are struggli 
to meet the mounting demand for the Scriptures 
demand coming in increased measure from freedo 
hungry people all across the world. 

I can’t help relating Shimmabuke and the Bib 
Societies, you see, for I held that copy of the Book 
my own hands for a few memorable moments. At nm 
request Shosei Kina reverently took it down fro 
the pedestal where it rested, handling it with t 
loving care one would use with the original of o 
own Declaration of Independence or our own Bill f 
Rights. It was weather-stained and frayed. Its cova 
were almost off, its edges dog-eared from thi 
years’ use. Carefully I turned its pages. I could? 
read a word of it, of course. But I could read t 
inscription on the flyleaf. It said: “Published and d 
tributed by the American Bible Society, New York 

This textbook of freedom had made a new lit 
world of Shimmabuke. 

Given proper distribution, may it not make a 
new world of liberty and peace for all? 
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‘he Bible Is Our Chief Healer in This Hospital 


Fresh assurances of the continuing power and appeal of God’s Word in the City where our Lord 
and Master grew up; and a brief review of the Societys work in Palestine 


BYP ERAN CIS CxsmlLFLER: 


(LMOST twenty-five years ago I was the guest for a 
wa day of Dr.W. D. Bathgate, who has spent most of 
life as superintendent of the Edinburgh Medical 
sssionary Society Hospital in Nazareth, Palestine. 
eer breakfast in the doctor’s home the family 
‘hered for prayers, in which we used both the na- 
f= tongue and the English. Then Dr. Bathgate took 
along the ridge of the high hill above the city to 
tidy little over-crowded hospital. Outside the main 
“‘rance was a large group of forlorn people. Some 
‘them were suffering from illness and accidents, 
id the rest were their friends and relatives who had 
ught them to the hospital. One old man had been 
tied, we later learned, more than thirty miles by 
sons. It seemed to me as we saw them there, that 
: story of the Gospels was being reenacted before 
very eyes. 
nside the hospital the busy day had already begun, 
Dr. Bathgate’s first duty was to call the staff to- 
her (all who could leave their posts), and again we 
ard the Scriptures read and again we knelt in 
ayer. 
was taken on a tour of the wards. ‘Two incidents 
1 forever stand out clear in my memory. We en- 
d a large room in which there were possibly 
wrty patients, mostly children, suffering from the 
sad but to a large extent curable eye disease, 
choma. ‘‘Most of these people,” said Dr. Bath- 
se, “‘cannot see now, but their sight will be re- 
sred.”’ Again I felt as though I were back with the 
ter when he healed the blind man at Bethsaida. 
e other unforgettable incident was the sight I saw 
en, a half hour Jater, we entered another, larger 
rd where the patients were convalescents. There, 
t inside the door, stood a Bible woman, one of 
e I had met at prayers earlier. She was reading 
= Bible in Arabic for all to hear. And how eagerly 
*y listened. “‘Yes,”” answered Dr. Bathgate to my 
estion, ‘“‘she does this every day. Many who listen 
e never learned to read for themselves.” 
ccasionally through the years I have written Dr. 
thgate, for I never wanted to lose touch with him. 
ith Palestine so prominent in the news in recent 
nths, and especially since the relinquishing of the 
itish mandate in May 1948, I wrote him again last 
ristmas to ask how, in the face of all the upheavals 
xce the war, the Nazareth Hospital was faring. 
omptly came his reassuring answer, from which I 
ote below: 
‘Thanks for your letter. It came as a challenge, the 
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challenge being, “What are we doing about Bibles in 
this hospital?” 

I called one of our senior nurses into my consultation 
room and asked her what she was doing to spread the 
knowledge of God’s Word. She replied, “I have been 
giving Bible instruction to an old Moslem sheikh, and his 
only complaint is that I did not give him enough of my 
time.” 


Credit Hayes from Monkmeyer 


Dr. W. D. Bathgate in his hospital in Nazareth examines 
an Arab child of ten months weighing only ten pounds 


A boy of sixteen has just left one of the private wards. 
He was the son of a “lay reader” in an adjoining town. He 
was a Christian boy, too, with real faith; but like many 
other Christian boys, he had forgotten to bring his Bible 
to the hospital. So we were able to give him one, or at 
least the Gospels, and he and his sister spent some time 
every day reading them. Our nurses would go in and en- 
courage them to read and explain to them what they had 
read. 

The previous occupant of this same room was an elderly 
man of about seventy. He belongs to one branch of the 
Christian Church. He had real delight in listening to the 
Christmas Story and remarked one day “chow wonderful it 
was that Mary, in simple faith, accepted what the angel 
told her about the miraculous birth.” 


59 


I have just come up from the women’s ward, and there 
I met Sister Molly Hutchison. I asked her, “How many 
of the women in your ward can read?” She replied, “I 
do not know, but we shall soon find out.”? Of the twenty- 
four women under her care—mostly Moslem—only three 
could read, so we felt how important our daily Bible les- 
sons were to these unfortunate, illiterate women. I asked 
Miss Hutchison which patients were specially interested in 
the Bible lessons, and she told me that a Moslem woman of 
forty-five, who was there because of a broken leg, was al- 
ways alert and could answer with remarkable insight the 


questions put to her. 

Another patient, a girl of fifteen, a lovely girl with an 
incurable heart disease, knew many of the Bible’s precious 
stories. The third, who was deeply interested, was a girl 
with a fractured spine. 

One day, as I was visiting the children’s ward I noticed 
an Arab girl with eyes aflame with excitement. She had 
been reading for the first time of the wedding feast at 
Cana, where Jesus manifested his glory. She said, “But 
this is where I come from! Did it happen in my village?” 
From such an interest I was able to tell her of the things of 
God in Christ for the healing of her own soul. 

We know no better cure for the depression which sick- 
ness causes than the wonderful stories of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The Bible is our chief healer in this hospital! 


It is good news that the Bible is still available and 
in use in troubled Israel, for the American Bible 
Society’s work there has naturally suffered through 
the months of discord and violence. In the first bitter 
fighting in the Jerusalem Old City some damage was 
sustained to the Bible House. Though the building 
was ransacked, the Scripture stocks were removed to 
safety by the Custodian of Abandoned Property. ‘The 
Society’s Agent was obliged to leave the city, and he 
and his colporteurs became refugees, joining with oth- 
ers who had lost all their earthly possessions. As the 
year (1948) closed and a semblance of order began 
to take shape out of the chaos, the work of distribu- 
tion was undertaken again. From Ramallah, north 
of Jerusalem, Scriptures were circulated throughout 
much of Palestine. 

During 1949 the stock that had been salvaged was 
reclaimed, and the Society’s premises in Jerusalem 
were temporarily and partially made habitable. A 
tour of the country by Secretary Geary revealed a 
great demand for the Scriptures in Hebrew and 
various European languages. Among those requesting 
their books in specific languages were Jews from 
Shanghai asking for Chinese Scriptures, and others 
from behind the Iron Curtain asking for Scriptures 
in Rumanian, Bulgarian and Russian. 

Included in the reports of Christian workers are 
several occasions where the Word has been circulated 
within the ‘‘Kubbitzin’ or Cooperative Workers? 
Camps, an important feature of the life of the new 
Israel. Bible groups are not an uncommon part of 
the cultural life of these camps. 

The joint circulation of the American Bible Society 
and the British and Foreign Bible Society in Palestine 
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and Transjordania for 1948 was small, but it wa 
new beginning—553 Bibles, 636 Testaments ai 
1,330 Gospel portions, a total of 2,519. ‘The impro 
ment for 1949 indicated an encouraging advance 
817 Bibles, 1,125 Testaments and 3,068 Portions 
total of 5,010. 


This Bible Was Bound 


in Green 


HE Shah of Iran, with an impressive police esc 
4 Raed the Bible House in New York many ti 
during his recent visit to the United States. 

Besides the many business men who were interes 
in meeting the Shah while he was in America, th 
were educational and religious leaders who a 
sought opportunity to meet him, for Iran tra 
some of its present position in world affairs to 
influence and accomplishments of sons of the gove 
ment leaders who have been trained in its Protest 
mission schools. 

One of the sons of a former missionary to Iran s 
gested to the Officers of the Bible Society that a Bi 
bound in imperial green might well be given 
His Majesty to express the interest of Ameri 
Christians in him and his nation. 

Accordingly, a Bible was specially bound and t 
to the Shah while he was in a hospital in the neighb 
hood of the American Bible Society headquarters 
was inscribed: 

His Majesty 
MouAMMED REZA PAHLEVI 
Presented by the 
American Bible Society 
on behalf of 
The Churches of America 
1949 


Although the Shah is a Mohammedan, he assu 
the Society through his civil aide that the gift of 
Scriptures gave His Majesty great pleasure. Said 
““His Majesty was very much touched by your 
ture, and I take this opportunity to renew to you 
assurance that His Majesty was extremely ap 
ciative of your kind thought.” 

In the letter of transmittal which accompanied 
Bible were these words: 

“The Bible has been a source of much of the spi 
ual and moral strength of our nation. For the 
majority of our people it is the supreme Book. 
other volume has such a wide distribution and 
among Americans as this Book. 

“Tt is our hope that you may find in this Book 
dom and strength for your daily life.” 

We believe that if the prayers of American CG 
tians are answered, this Bible may be a symbo 
increasing Christian influence in Iran. 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


»nnual Membership in the Society is secured through 
sift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
ne Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
srectorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
‘Il be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
ondence from members and devote this page in each 
cue to that purpose. | 


-om Akron, Ohio: 


‘The Lord has graciously stretched my small in- 
me this year, so that I am able to send you $25 
stead of my usual $10. Being in my seventy-ninth 
par . . . perhaps I am more appreciative of His grace 
an formerly. At any rate, I thank Him for this 
sure, 


‘om Whitmire, South Carolina: 


The boys and girls in my sixth grade are sending a 
all contribution ($5) to you this Christmas instead 
giving to each other. We hope that some boys and 
Is who are less fortunate than they may, because of 
is gift, receive a copy of God’s Word, and thatit will 
them to their salvation and growth in the Lord. 


‘om Xenia, Ohio: 


Many years ago my father made me a Life Mem- 
r of the American Bible Society. He was approach- 
3 his ninety-eighth birthday when he died recently. 
= had served sixty-one years as a ruling elder of the 
esbyterian Church. 

I would like to make my three daughters Life 
embers of the Society, and if you will forward the 
cessary application blanks, they will be filled out 
mptly and returned with a check. 


om Norfolk, Virginia: 

For quite some time I have had an urgent desire to 
ad you the amount enclosed, but the obligations 
illness came first. However, when the money came 
me as a Christmas gift, I immediately recognized it 
the answer to my prayer, and I am hastening to 


ad it on, that it may start its work for God’s King- 
m on earth. 


-om Erie, Pennsylvania: 


I am enclosing check for $100 to be used for dis- 
buting Bibles where you deem most needful. I have 
id your Bible Society Record that comes to my son, 
th whom I live. Never before have I realized what 
arvelous work you are accomplishing. I’m enclosing 
to send a subscription of the Bible Society Record to 
friend in Honolulu, whose address I give below. 


-om Portland, Oregon: 
I am happy in sending you our check this morning; 
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though a wee bit late, it is also a wee bit larger than 
formerly. I leave it to your judgment to send it to the 
place where it is wanted most, in the form of Bibles. 


I am always glad to see the Record. It is like a 
friend—good company! 


From Greensburg, Pennsylvania: 


I listened to your radio program last Sabbath 
morning and was greatly: impressed not only with the 
work you have accomplished but much more with 
the almost unlimited opportunities for service which 
challenge us. This service seems limited only by the 
amount of the voluntary subscriptions you receive, 
and I feel that I would like to have a‘small part in 
this great undertaking. 

I am pleased to enclose my check in amount of $25 
and with it a prayer that many more will respond to 
your appeal for help, that multitudes shall be sup- 
plied with **The Book to Live By.” 


From New Haven, Connecticut: 


I have been checking over my tithe account for 
this year, and Mother has been reading the Record. 
She has asked if we couldn’t send a special gift for 
Bibles for Japan. So I have figured some more, mul- 
uplying by 15 percent rather than 10 percent, and 
we are sending another gift of $50 for this special 
cause. 

After this I need not say that we think the Record 
is a good magazine! It is well written, interesting, and 
has a persuasive appeal. 


From St. Charles, Missouri: 


Enclosed is a thank-offering of $5 from my son 
Mark, aged twelve. Last summer he had the misfor- 
tune of getting a small piece of wood into the sole of 
his foot, which remained there for several weeks. 
When it refused to drain out of itself, a doctor finally 
had to make an incision to remove it. When the 
Record comes, I have recently read the letters from 
the ‘‘Members’ Forum” for the family’s evening de- 
votion. When the doctor made no charge whatsoever 
for the many treatments or for the incision and dress- 
ings, I suggested to my son Mark that he ought to 
make a thank-offering of some kind. So one evening 
he came into my study with a five-dollar bill for the 
American Bible Society. May God bless him for it, 
and those whom it will help to obtain the Bible that 
tells us of Him ‘‘who forgiveth all [our] iniquities, 
who healeth all [our] diseases.”’ 


From Los.Angeles, California: 


Enclosed I am handing you a donation for 1949 to 
be used by you as you wish, where it will do the 
most immediate good; but otherwise I would like to 
have it go to the ‘Valking Book records, as per en- 
closed picture. (The member enclosed the picture of 
a young man using the Talking Book which appeared 
on the cover of the January Record.) 
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From Chapel Hill, North Carolina: 


I have been saving some money to send a Bible to 


the Japanese. This is my Christmas gift to Jesus. 
I am six years old. Merry Christmas. 


From Santa Fe, New Mexico: 


Enclosed is a check for $5; it comes to you through 
the Spanish Baptist Mission. A gift designated by my 
young son, who met your Mr. Holloway while he was 
here. The visit he had with him inspired my boy to 
send this to you. His one request is that you will put 
it where it will do most good. 

(The young donor was made an Annual Member 
of the Society.) 


From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 


I am a girl of twelve years. I am sending you my 
offering of $3.50 and would like to help in this great 
work, and may God’s blessing be on it. 


From Lancaster, Pennsylvania: 


Please find enclosed a check for $25 which I know 
you can put to good use. I am enjoying Dr. Stifler’s 
talks, both on WJZ and WOR. 


From Milford, Connecticut: 


The enclosed money order is our tithe which we’ve 
been saving to send at this time for Bibles for Japan. 
We are well along in years and have but little, but 
have been and are greatly blest by helping to provide 
God’s Word to those who are hungering for it. 

We are always interested in the Record too. ‘Thank 
you for sending it! 


This picture was taken in the main chapel at the 
General Headquarters Chapel Center in Tokyo 
on a Saturday evening, which is a popular time 


Jor young people's Bible study classes in Japan 
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Bible Float in ““Tournament of Roses” 


The Bible and the part it has always played in achiev- 
ing religious freedom was featured in more than one of 
the scores of floats which participated in the annual 
“Tournament of Roses” held in the city of Pasadena on 
New Year’s Day 1950. The one pictured above was en- 
tered by the Standard Oil Company of California. A 
boys’ choir singing an appropriate hymn sat behind a 
replica of the Bible fashioned of white chrysanthemums, 
with edges of gold chrysanthemums. 


The Bible Still Circulates in China 


In a letter from Secretary Mortensen dated January 5, 19 
he writes: 

All of China is opening up gradually, also the south and sou 
west. We shipped several tons of Scriptures to Chungking | 
week. Our Bible van based on Lanchow, Kansu, made a ro 
trip to Sian and collected three tons of Bibles, and the mission 
in charge distributed many of these to the churches betwé 
these points on his way home. Also, there is a growing hunger § 
Scriptures in North China, according to Bishop Kaung of 
Methodist Church. In Tientsin there is a new demand for Gos 
portions, and Mukden also is picking up. Favorable reports a 
come from Kaifeng, Hankow and Nanchang (Kiangsi). 
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Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istanbul 
key; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Siam; Shanghai, China; Tokyo, Japa 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.: Cond 
N.H.° Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn, , 
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The next issue of the Brble Society 
ord will not appear until late in 
flay and the first issue thereafter 
ill appear in mid July. There are 
J issues in June and August. 


Daily Bible Readings 


APRIL 
Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
19:1-27 15 Romans 571-11 
m Sunday, 16 Sunday, 
19:28-48 Colossians % 
57 17 John 11:1-29 
13:1-17 18 John 11:30-57 
13:18-38 19 I Kings 18 
22:1-23 20 I Kings 19 
21 I Kings 20 
23 22 I Kings 22 
22 23 Sunday, 
Il Kings 23:1-20 
20:1-18 24 II Kings 23:21-37 
20:19-31 25 John 15:1-17 
10:34-48 26 Ephesians 4 
3 27 Isaiah 30:8-21 
28 Psalms 34 
15:1-34 29 Psalms 98 
30 Sunday, 
15:35-58 Psalms 100 
MAY 
Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 17 Luke 24:13-53 
15 18 I Thessalonians 5 
19 19 Exodus 2 
22:1-22 20 Exodus 3:1-14 
22:23-46 21 Sunday, 
5 Exodus 5 
22 Exodus 13:17-22 
3:1-15 23 Exodus 14:5-31 
3:16-28 24 Exodus 15 
4:20-34 25 Exodus 16 
8:22-43 26 Exodus 17 
8:44-61 27 Exodus 18:13-26 


10:1-13 28 Pentecost, 


12:1-19 Acts 2:1-12, 37-47 

: 29 Isaiah 2:1-5 
Proverbs 31:10-31 30 Deuteronomy 

3 8:10-20 

2 31 Micah 4:1-5 
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“Gems for Thought about the Bible” 

Beginning on Friday, April 7, Secre- 
tary Francis C. Stifler will be heard in 
his twelfth season over the facilities of 
the American Broadcasting Company 
and affiliated independent stations from 
coast to coast. 

The daily program ‘‘Gems for 
Thought,” which is heard every morning 
and evening, Monday through Friday, 
will present Secretary Stifler on Fridays 
at 8:45 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. (8/55 A.M. 
over WJZ, New York City), Eastern 
Standard Time. Because of the introduc- 
tion of Daylight Saving ‘Time in certain 
areas and because some of these programs 
are given by transcription at different 
hours, listeners are advised to consult 
their local ABC stations and their news- 
papers. 

A leaflet announcing the topics for the 
series is available and will be sent in 
reasonable quantities to those requesting 
them. It is suggested that pastors and 
others, after first ascertaining that the 
programs are to be taken on their local 
station, distribute these leaflets in their 
churches. For further information ad- 
dress Radio Department, American Bible 
Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 
BeaIN, VY. 
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Radio Chapel 


Secretary Stifler will also be heard on 
the first four Sundays of April over Sta- 
tion WOR, New York City, on “‘Radio 
Chapel” at 9:30-10:00 a.m., E.S.T. This 
powerful station has listeners in sections 
of fourteen states in the central area of 
the country. The subjects are: April 2, 
The Bible Says, “I Can”; April 9, The 
Everlasting “Yes”; April 16, The Bible 
in Japan; April 23, The Book for To- 
morrow’s World. 

x x 


Bible Magazine in Brazil 

Many Record readers will recall the ap- 
pearance in 1946 of the magazine “La 
Biblia en América Latina,” appearing 
quarterly to promote the Society’s work 
in the Spanish-speaking areas of Latin 
America. We are a bit late in announc- 
ing the appearance in 1948 of a similar 
quarterly in Portuguese for readers in 
Brazil, entitled “A Biblia no Brasil.” It 
has proved immenscly popular among 
the rapidly growing evangelical popula- 
tion of Brazi' 

* * 


February Meeting of the Board 

A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-fourth year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 


POT rTORTIAL COMMENT 


New York 22, on Thursday, February 2, 
1950, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by the Rey, Dr. Channing H. ‘Tobias. 

Mr. Raymond H. Weins was elected 
a Manager. 

A copy of a first edition of the Gospel 
of John in ‘Tarascan, a language used 
in Mexico, was presented by Treasurer 
Darlington, 

Secretary Barrett presented the first 
New ‘Testament in Korean Braille in ten 
volumes printed on the paper and bound 
in the black cloth sent to Korea last June 
by the American Bible Society. 

The Board approved of publishing in 
Spanish Braille the Psalms and Proverbs 
through Song of Solomon for the blind 
of Latin America. 

Plans for a campaign for the support of 
a large program of production and dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures in Japan dur- 
ing 1950 were approved by the Board. 

The Reverend C. C. Burnett was ap- 
pointed a Field Secretary, working prin- 
cipally in Missouri and neighboring areas. 

* Ok 
March Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-fourth year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, March 2, 
1950, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair, 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mrs. Jesse M. Bader. 

The death of Rey. Arthur H. Mellen, 
Secretary of the Mexico Agency from 
1918-1926, was reported and the Board 
requested that a message of sympathy be 
sent to Mrs. Mellen. 

A summary of distribution of the 
Scriptures in the United States during 
1949 showed a total of 4,727,626 volumes 
as compared with 4,047,915 volumes 
distributed during 1948. 

It was reported that 1949 was the 
greatest year in the distribution of the 
Scriptures to the Blind. 

The Board approved of a grant of 200 
Bibles, 200 ‘Testaments and 600 Portions 
for distribution in Liberia on the sale 
and distribution plan. 

A grant of 36,000 Dutch Gospels of 
John to the Netherlands Bible Society 
was also approved. 

The publication of the Gospel of John 
in Shilluk was approved. 


To EDITORS: The Bible Soctety 


Record invites reprinting of its arti- 


cles in whole or in part. Its con- 
tents are not copyrighted. 


Help Give Japan the Book of Books. 


PLEASE GIVE YOUR 
State — City 


SIGNATURES 


ee 


—— 


——_;— 


Additional signatures can be placed on sheets of white paper in spaces the same size as those abo 
Special Folders describing this project will be sent on request 


Please tear off at dotted line and mail, with gifts enclosed, to 


“GOOD WILL book,” AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
NEW YORK 22,N. Y. 


450 PARK AVENUE 


v 


your name and address in the space to the right of your signature 


Place your signature in one of the boxes 


BY 1 


Securing names for the “Good Will book’’ which will be 
a demonstration to Japan of the many American people who 
want the people of Japan to know Christ. 


Any signature received with a gift of $1.00 or more—and 
more is needed—will be pasted in the huge book of names 
to be presented to the Japanese people in dramatic ceremo- 
nies in November. 


Start today by sending your own signature and ‘‘extra”’ 
gift for Japan, and by securing the gifts and signatures of a 
number of others. 


PLEASE PRINT 


a Ee EE eee 
Name 


Address 


Amount of Gift $ 


Name 


Address 


Amount of Gift $ 


Name 


Address _ 


Amountot Gilt $2 


Name 


Address 
Amount of Gift $ 
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